
AP Literature Exam Review 2016  
Mrs. Carter       Name:    Block: 

Directions: Please complete #1-3 first.  After that, the order in 
which you complete the components in #3 is up to you.  As 
you complete items on this review, check the boxes.  You will 
submit this review for a grade.  You will have class time to 
work on this, but some of it should be completed at home.  In 
addition to this, we will complete a few SHORT practice 
activities in class.  Let me know if you have questions. 

1. Go to my website -> AP Literature -> AP Exam Review. 
 Read the exam overview information on this 

page. 
2. Under “Resources” at the bottom of the page, click 

on the 1999 Released Exam.   
 Scroll through and notice all parts of the exam (multiple choice, poetry essay, prose essay, 

free-response essay). 
3. Under “Resources” at the bottom of the page, download the “Cliff’s AP English Literature & 

Composition, 2nd Edition” into Notability.  You will use this book and other materials posted to my site 
to review the following components of the exam: 

a. MULTIPLE CHOICE: (Use the page numbers from Cliff, not the pdf page numbers.) 
 Important update:  You are NO LONGER PENALIZED FOR WRONG ANSWERS, so you 

should ATTEMPT EVERY QUESTION.  Check this box if you understand this.  
 From the Cliff’s book, read pages 23-28 (poetry multiple choice).  
 From the Cliff’s book, read pages 36-38 (prose multiple choice). 
 Go to my website -> AP Literature -> AP Exam Review -> Multiple Choice.  Read 

through the first three resources listed under “Links.” 
b. POETRY ESSAY 

 From the Cliff’s book, read pages 61-62. (Remember, use the page numbers from 
Cliff, not the pdf page numbers.) 

 From the Cliff’s book, read pages 76-81 (Information regarding “Two Texts”). 
 From the Cliff’s book, read through ONE of the examples and complete set of 

student essays on pages 63-68.  (There are two to choose from.) 
 Go to my website -> AP Literature -> AP Exam Review -> Poetry Review.  Read 

through the “Resources for Poetry Review” that would be most helpful for you. 
c. PROSE ESSAY 

 From the Cliff’s book, read pages 49-51. 
 From the Cliff’s book, read through ONE of the examples and complete set of 

student essays on pages 51-60.  (There are two to choose from.) 
 Go to my website -> AP Literature -> AP Exam Review -> Prose Review.  Read 

through the “Resources for Prose Review” that would be most helpful for you. 
d. FREE-RESPONSE ESSAY 

 From the Cliff’s book, read pages 68-72. 
 From the Cliff’s book, read through ONE of the examples and complete set of 

student essays on pages 72-76.  (There are two to choose from.) 
 Go to my website -> AP Literature -> AP Exam Review -> Free-Response Review.  A 

link has been provided for you based on the group work that you completed in class.  
Choose five DIVERSE titles (novels or plays) of literary merit that you feel are most 
versatile for you to study.  "Diverse" means that your choices need to represent a 
variety of literary works.  Consider choosing something old, modern, written by a 
man, written by a woman, written by a minority author, a play, a novel, a comedy, a 
tragedy, something written in a unique narrative structure, etc.   



 
Use the class link/database and ole Sparky to help you review these titles that you 
have already READ.  This is what tools like Sparknotes are for - to review.  Make sure 
that you carry specifics of each title into the exam with you so that you can write a 
SPECIFIC essay that is fully developed and answers the whole question.  Know the 
title (and how to spell it), the author, the plot, the setting(s), the significant 
characters, major literary elements, the theme, significant symbols, etc.   
 
Consider reviewing the Professor handout for each title on your short-list.  Chances 
are that if you titles are diverse enough, ONE of them will be suited to any prompt 
that the College Board can throw at you.  If you are armed with specifics, you will be 
a more confident writer.  This is the last essay question of the exam - the last forty 
minutes of a three hour exam; make sure that you are prepared to write well.   

 
List the titles you have chosen below: 

 
1. _________________________________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________________________________ 
4. _________________________________________________________________ 
5. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
e. VOCABULARY 

 Review your AP literature terms, particularly those that you see in exercises and 
questions and can’t remember.  Really try to UNDERSTAND the terms and 
definitions, rather than just mindlessly reading through them. 

 
 
 
Self-Assessment  Name:     Block: 

1. Name: _____________________________________ 

2. Circle the score you think you will make on the exam. 5 4 3 2 1 

3. Of the four exam components (multiple choice, poetry essay, prose essay, free-response essay) 

 

a. What do you consider your exam strength? ___________________________________ 

i. Why? (Be specific.) 

 

 

b. What do you consider your exam weakness? __________________________________ 

i. Why? (Be specific.) 

 

 

4. Turn in this review for a grade. Refer to your class calendar for the due date. 


